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In early August, President Vinicio Cerezo announced that 4,500 "guerrillas" had accepted amnesty
since late last year. The current number of rebel combatants, he said, was no more than 700, the
lowest official estimate to date. According to statements by Defense Minister Hector Gramajo in
1987, rebels numbered no more than 3,000 in January, 1986, and by November 1987, guerrilla ranks
had dwindled to 1,000 at the most. In contrast, the guerrillas claim to have 3,500 combatants at
present. The number of rebels who accepted amnesty, according to Cerezo, matches the number
of displaced civilians "recovered" by the army during an offensive in northern El Quiche initiated
in 1987. [By mid-1987 the official estimate of displaced civilians residing in areas under guerrilla
control was 8,000. According to official figures, this number has been reduced by half in the past
year.] On July 27-29 the Cerigua news agency reported that the rebels occupied the highway linking
Acatenango and San Pedro Yepocapa to Chimaltenango, and engaged in combat with the army. On
July 28 guerrillas caused three army casualties on the slopes of the Tajumulco volcano in San Marcos
department. Army casualties numbered 91 in "heavy combat" with the rebels on July 29-31. On Aug.
1, rebels ambushed two army regiments near San Pablo, San Marcos. Meanwhile, the army reported
killing five guerrillas in a battle near Pajuil in northern Huehuetenango, and 15 people were killed
in army artillery and bombing attacks against the population of El Socorro, Chimaltenango. [Basic
data from 08/12/88 Central America Report (Guatemala), summarized by Central America Resource
Center, Minneapolis, Minn.]
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